The private practitioner in hospital quality assurance.
External forces continue to dictate the necessity of delivering high-quality health care along with methods of proving that the claimed quality is attained. Gone are the days when both the institution and its practitioners could answer quality questions simply by stating that they were delivering excellent health care to their patient population. The federal government, via the Health Care Financing Administration, and the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) are mandating that institutions prove, without question, that they are delivering health care of the highest quality. The essential key to attaining these goals is cooperative private practitioners.